
Practice safe work habits
Once the DBYD plans are reviewed, the Five P’s of Excavation should be adopted in conjunction with your safe work practices 
(which must be compliant with the relevant state Electrical Safety Act and Safe Work Australia “Excavation Work Code of 
Practice”, as a minimum) to ensure the risk of any contact with underground nbn assets are minimised.

Plan: Plan your job by 
ensuring the plans 
received are current 
and apply to the work 
to be performed. Also 
check for any visual 
cues that may indicate 
the presence of 
services not covered in 
the DBYD plans.

Protect: Protecting 
and supporting 
the exposed nbn 
underground asset is 
the responsibility of 
the worker. Exclusion 
zones for nbn assets 
are clearly stated in the 
plan and appropriate 
controls must be 
implemented to ensure 
that encroachment 
into the exclusion 
zone by machinery 
or activities with the 
potential to damage 
the asset is prevented. 

Working near  
nbnTM cables

nbn has partnered with Dial Before You Dig to give you a single point of contact to  
get information about nbn underground services owned by nbn and other utility/service 
providers in your area including communications, electricity, gas and other services. Contact 
with underground power cables and gas services can result in serious injury to the worker, and 
damage and costly repairs. You must familiarise yourself with all of the Referral Conditions 
(meaning the referral conditions referred to in the DBYD Notice provided by nbn).

Pothole: Non-
destructive potholing 
(i.e. hand digging or 
hydro excavation) 
should be used to 
positively locate nbn 
underground assets 
with minimal risk of 
contact and service 
damage.

Prepare: Prepare for 
your job by engaging 
a DBYD Certified 
Plant Locator to help 
interpret plans and 
identify on-site assets. 
Contact nbn should 
you require further 
assistance.

Proceed: Proceed only 
when the appropriate 
planning, preparation, 
potholing and 
protective measures 
are in place.



Working near nbnTM cables

Contact

All nbn™  network facility damages must be reported online here. 
For enquiries related to your DBYD request please call 1800 626 329.

Disclaimer

This brochure is a guide only. It does not address all the matters you need to consider when working near our cables. You must 
familiarise yourself with other material provided (including the Referral Conditions) and make your own inquiries as appropriate.

nbn will not be liable or responsible for any loss, damage or costs incurred as a result of reliance on this brochure. 

This document is provided for information purposes only. This document is subject to the information classification set out on this 
page. If no information classification has been included, this document must be treated as UNCLASSIFIED, SENSITIVE and must not 
be disclosed other than with the consent of nbn co. The recipient (including third parties) must make and rely on their own inquiries 
as to the currency, accuracy and completeness of the information contained herein and must not use this document other than 
with the consent of nbn co. Copyright © 2021 nbn co limited. All rights reserved.

Identify all electrical hazards, assess the 
risks and establish control measures.

Once all work is completed, the excavation should be re-instated with the same type of 
excavated material unless specified by nbn. Please note:

• �Construction Partners of nbn may require additional controls to be in place when performing
excavation activities.

• �The information contained within this pamphlet must be used in conjunction with other
material supplied as part of this request for information to adequately control the risk of
potential asset damage.

When using excavators and other 
machinery, also check the location of 

overhead power lines. 

Workers and equipment must  
maintain safety exclusion zones 

around power lines.

https://www.nbnco.com.au/corporate-information/contact-us/contact-us-form?enquirytype=reporting_damage
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Indicative Plans are tiled below to demonstrate how to layout
and read nbn asset plans 





Emergency Contacts 

You must immediately report any damage to the nbn™ network that you are/become aware of.
Notification may be by telephone - 1800 626 329.
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Information
The area of interest requested by you contains one or more assets.

nbn™ Assets Search Results
Communications Asset identified

Electricity Asset identified

In this notice nbn™ Facilities means underground fibre optic, telecommunications and/or power facilities,
including but not limited to cables, owned and controlled by nbn™

Location of nbn™ Underground Assets



We thank you for your enquiry. In relation to your enquiry at the above address:

nbn's records indicate that there ARE nbn™ Facilities in the vicinity of the location
identified above ("Location").
nbn indicative plan/s are attached with this notice ("Indicative Plans").
The Indicative Plan/s show general depth and alignment information only and are not an
exact, scale or accurate depiction of the location, depth and alignment of nbn™ Facilities
shown on the Plan/s.
In particular, the fact that the Indicative Plans show that a facility is installed in a straight
line, or at uniform depth along its length cannot be relied upon as evidence that the facility
is, in fact, installed in a straight line or at uniform depth.
You should read the Indicative Plans in conjunction with this notice and in particular, the
notes below.
You should note that, at the present time, the Indicative Plans are likely to be more accurate
in showing location of fibre optics and telecommunications cables than power cables. There
may be a variation between the line depicted on the Indicative Plans and the location of any
power cables. As such, consistent with the notes below, particular care must be taken by
you to make your own enquiries and investigations to precisely locate any power cables and
manage the risk arising from such cables accordingly.
The information contained in the Indicative Plan/s is valid for 28 days from the date of issue
set out above.You are expected to make your own inquiries and perform your own
investigations (including engaging appropriately qualified plant locators, e.g DBYD Certified
Locators, at your cost to locate nbn™ Facilities during any activities you carry out on site).

We thank you for your enquiry and appreciate your continued use of the Dial Before You Dig
Service. For any enquiries related to moving assets or Planning and Design activities, please visit
the nbn Commercial Works website to complete the online application form. If you are planning
to excavate and require further information, please email dbyd@nbnco.com.au or call 1800 626
329.

Notes:

1. You are now aware that there are nbn™ Facilities in the vicinity of the above property that could be damaged as
a result activities carried out (or proposed to be carried out) by you in the vicinity of the Location.

2. You should have regard to section 474.6 and 474.7 of the Criminal Code Act 1995 (CoA) which deals with the
consequences of interfering or tampering with a telecommunications facility. Only persons authorised by nbn
can interact with nbn's network facilities.

3. Any information provided is valid only for 28 days from the date of issue set out above.

Referral Conditions

The following are conditions on which nbn provides you with the Indicative Plans. By accepting the
plans,you are agreeing to these conditions. These conditions are in addition, and not in replacement
of, any duties and obligations you have under applicable law. 

1. nbn does not accept any responsibility for any inaccuracies of its plans including the Indicative Plans.
You are expected to make your own inquiries and perform your own investigations (including
engaging appropriately qualified plant locators, e.g DBYD Certified Locators, at your cost to locate
nbn™ Facilities during any activities you carry out on site).

2. You acknowledge that nbn has specifically notified you above that the Indicative Plans are likely to be
more accurate in showing location of fibre optics and telecommunications cables than power cables.
There may be a variation between the line depicted on the Indicative Plans and the location of any
power cables.

3. You should not assume that nbn™ Facilities follow straight lines or are installed at uniformed depths

https://www1.nbnco.com.au/develop-or-plan-with-the-nbn/commercial-works.html
file:///tmp/dbyd@nbnco.com.au


along their lengths, even if they are indicated on plans provided to you. Careful onsite investigations
are essential to locate the exact position of cables.

4. In carrying out any works in the vicinity of nbn™ Facilities, you must maintain the following minimum
clearances:

300mm when laying assets inline, horizontally or vertically.
500mm when operating vibrating equipment, for example: jackhammers or vibrating plates.
1000mm when operating mechanical excavators.
Adherence to clearances as directed by other asset owner's instructions and take into account
any uncertainty for power cables.

5. You are aware that there are inherent risks and dangers associated with carrying out work in the
vicinity of underground facilities (such as nbn™ fibre optic,copper and coaxial cables,and power cable
feed to nbn™ assets).Damage to underground electric cables may result in:

Injury from electric shock or severe burns, with the possibility of death.
Interruption of the electricity supply to wide areas of the city.
Damage to your excavating plant.
Responsibility for the cost of repairs.

6. You must take all reasonable precautions to avoid damaging nbn™ Facilities. These precautions may
include but not limited to the following:

All excavation sites should be examined for underground cables by careful hand excavation.
Cable cover slabs if present must not be disturbed. Hand excavation needs to be undertaken with
extreme care to minimise the likelihood of damage to the cable, for example: the blades of hand
equipment should be aligned parallel to the line of the cable rather than digging across the cable.
If any undisclosed underground cables are located, notify nbn immediately.
All personnel must be properly briefed, particularly those associated with the use of earth-moving
equipment, trenching, boring and pneumatic equipment.
The safety of the public and other workers must be ensured.
All excavations must be undertaken in accordance with all relevant legislation and regulations.

7. You will be responsible for all damage to nbn™ Facilities that are connected whether directly, or
indirectly with work you carry out (or work that is carried out for you or on your behalf) at the
Location. This will include, without limitation, all losses expenses incurred by nbn as a result of any
such damage.

8. You must immediately report any damage to the nbn™ network that you are/become aware of.
Notification may be by telephone - 1800 626 329.

9. Except to the extent that liability may not be capable of lawful exclusion, nbn and its servants and
agents and the related bodies corporate of nbn and their servants and agents shall be under no
liability whatsoever to any person for any loss or damage (including indirect or consequential loss or
damage) however caused (including, without limitation, breach of contract negligence and/or breach
of statute) which may be suffered or incurred from or in connection with this information sheet or any
plans(including Indicative Plans) attached hereto. Except as expressly provided to the contrary in this
information sheet or the attached plans(including Indicative Plans), all terms, conditions, warranties,
undertakings or representations (whether expressed or implied) are excluded to the fullest extent
permitted by law.

All works undertaken shall be in accordance with all relevant legislations, acts and regulations
applicable to the particular state or territory of the Location. The following table lists all relevant
documents that shall be considered and adhered to.

State/Territory   Documents

National

  Work Health and Safety Act 2011
  Work Health and Safety Regulations 2011
  Safe Work Australia - Working in the Vicinity of Overhead and
  Underground Electric Lines (Draft)



  Occupational Health and Safety Act 1991

NSW
  Electricity Supply Act 1995
  Work Cover NSW - Work Near Underground Assets Guide
  Work Cover NSW - Excavation Work: Code of Practice

VIC   Electricity Safety Act 1998
  Electricity Safety (Network Asset) Regulations 1999

QLD   Electrical Safety Act 2002
  Code of Practice for Working Near Exposed Live Parts

SA   Electricity Act 1996
TAS   Tasmanian Electricity Supply Industry Act 1995

WA   Electricity Act 1945
  Electricity Regulations 1947

NT   Electricity Reform Act 2005
  Electricity Reform (Safety and Technical) Regulations 2005

ACT   Electricity Act 1971

Thank You,

nbn DBYD

Date: 27/08/2024

This document is provided for information purposes only. This document is subject to the information
classification set out on this page. If no information classification has been included, this document
must be treated as UNCLASSIFIED, SENSITIVE and must not be disclosed other than with the consent
of nbn co. The recipient (including third parties) must make and rely on their own inquiries as to the
currency, accuracy and completeness of the information contained herein and must not use this
document other than with the consent of nbn co. 

Copyright © 2021 nbn co Limited. All rights reserved. 
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